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And the (new) Prez Sez 

The Club has had itôs AGM which was well attended, Harvey Stiver was appointed our Patron which I think is well 
deserved. As a result of the AGM I am now your President, Stuart ,who I believe did an outstanding job in leading the 
Club and the unforeseen field recovery after the flood has stayed on as a committee member and will be an asset to 
the team, we also have some new old faces on the committee and I believe we have a good positive committee and 
look forward to working with them. 

The Club is what you as members want to make out of it. 

Itôs good to see numbers increasing and more flying participation on Club days I look forward to this continuing, the 
vintage fraternity make regular use of the field with flying and NDC competitions albeit they seen to spend a lot of 
time in deep discussions about the rules, whoôs bending them, whoôs lending who dodgy gear and whose Zimmer 
frame is parked in the wrong place. However itôs all in good spirit and everybody leaves happy, I just wish they would 
learn to roll the curtain UP on the shelter when they roll it DOWN. 

On the power side we now have people willing to train with Mode1 and also (on the dark side), Mode2; donôt be shy 
to ask for help, itôs easier to learn than to take a bag of bits home. 

We now have a field at Black Bridge for Soaring or silent flight, with the onset of Duck Shooting why not take a     
Radian or the likes out there, Rowdy and Joe are only to happy to help you, and you may learn something, although 
they will try to convert you. We are lucky to have so much knowledge and experience in this discipline in the Club. 
Please check regarding access as it is limited. 

The Club Shed is a marvellous place every Tuesday to meet people, learn all sorts of things, tell lies and generally fix 
the wrongs of the world. If you have got something that you are stuck with there will be someone there that will know 
how to resolve your issues.  

We are also considering Club nights at the shed and are looking for topics that you want to know about or present.  

The field is currently being mowed in a slightly different way, it now has an appearance more like an airstrip with taxi 
ways, we are interested in your comments regarding the change. 

Finally please donôt hesitate to approach any of the committee or myself with ideas or suggestions for the Club or our 
activities, if you donôt talk to us we donôt know what you want, also encourage anybody that displays any interest in 
our Sport/Hobby, the more members we maintain the longer we can sustain your fees. 

(See Page 4 for the full committee list - editor) 

Keep Flying and especially keep Landing. 

Lance Hickey 

 

Jeff Clarkson, a long standing member of our Club, has recently passed away.                                                           
Our thoughts are with Judy and Jeffôs family. 

Jeff was a prolific scale builder and a perfectionist when it came to scale detail, he                                                  
served on the committee and as field officer for a number of years, his work and input                                                 
into the field has a lot to do with the magnificent field we now have to fly on. 

Jeff was an unassuming quiet, GOOD guy who just got things done. 

RIP Jeff. 

 

 

 

 

(See Pages 5 to 7 for and Obituary for Jeff) 
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From the Editor and Secretary 

Hi everyone,  

Bit happening at the field over the last two months, which has to be good.  A few notable first flights occurred and 
numbers seem to be increasing at the field most Sundayôs nowadays. The Soaring guys are enjoying their new field 
and the Vintage Thursday mornings seem to be getting busier and busier. I have been fortunate to also now be    
getting a bit of assistance with newsletter articles and images (thanks to Barrie Russell, Kevin Botherway and Clive 
Baker for these) and to all the others that send me links, photos and reports. It is appreciated!    

 

Now with my Secretary hat on, just a few things: 

¶ Duck Shooting Closure reminder. 

The field will be Closed for use and a combination lock put on the gate from Sunday 28th April at the end of flying and 
closed for May as follows: 

Awatoto Field closes after club day Sunday 28th April 2019 through until Sunday 19th May 2019. 

Awatoto Field reopens on Monday 20th May 2019. 

Field open hours until end of June 2019 for remainder of the duck shooting session . 

Weekends (Saturday and Sunday), 9.30am to 4.00pm.   Week days no restrictions. 

 

** Note - Non wings badge holders flying on their own are Not covered by the MFNZ insurance policy.                            

 They do so at the Own risk. 

 

¶ Welcome to new members:  

  Mark Larsen     Steve and Cael Sharpe      Anthony Hales       Myles Maloney                                                                     
May your time with us be enjoyable and productive. If you need any help or assistance, just ask. 

 

¶ The Ugly Stik Raffle results:  (drawn at the shed on 28th April) 

Ugly Stik winner ï Graeme Rose           Glue Pack winner ï Barry Kerr. 

 

¶ Thank You 

A big thank you to Kevin Botherway (aka Rowdy) for supplying more gate keys to the club at No Charge.                   
This Is much appreciated. 

 

¶ Meeanee Festival - Sunday May 5th  

The club will have a display at the event which is at the Meeanee Speedway from 9am to 2pm. Why not come down 
and have a look?.  

¶ Wanted 

If anyone out there has or knows of a fridge/freezer that could be donated to the club (for the shed), please contact 
anyone on the committee. 

 

¶ International Event possibly coming to the Hawkes Bay in 2020 

NZ has now won the bid for the F3K Asia Pacific Open in 2020. 50+ pilots will be here and it is the plan to have it in 
Hawkes Bay. The Soaring SIG are looking at the possible use of Awatoto September  / November 2020 for a     
weekend and some days either side of the weekend. 
 

And that folks, is all from me for another two months....  enjoy the read.                                                                   
Brett 
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Your NEW Committee 

 

MFHB Committee 2019/2020 
 

President - Lance Hickey    Secretary - Brett Robinson  
 

 
 
 
 

Treasurer - Robert Lockyer      Club Captain ï Mike Shears 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    Committee Members ï  

 
Stuart Sturge         Phil Sharp (Field Manager)   Marty Hughes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Grant Fulton        Joe Wurts  

 
 
 
 
 
 
John Sutherland        John Williams 

 
 

 



Vale - Jeff Clarkson 
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Jeff passed away suddenly quite recently and has left a huge hole in our  
membership. He was a gentle, thoughtful man who spoke ill of no-one, was 
ever willing and helpful in club affairs and a very talented model builder. 

Jeff was born on the family farm in Sherenden HB attended Napier Boyôs High 
School.  He pursued a farming career and married Judy in 1962. They first 
farmed at Makutuku and then swapped that farm for one at Pongoroa and   
finally moved to a property in  Masterton. Jeff the farmer was a man of many 
talents being a builder an engineer and an exceptional artist. With Judy the 
nurse, daughter Susan and two sons Simon and Grant they had 56 years of 
happy marriage. 

Upon retirement, they built a beautiful home in Napier Road, Havelock Nth, 

designed by son Simon the architect. Here Jeff developed his painting skills 

and then became engrossed in our RC modelling hobby the results of which 

have graced our club sky for many years. Once retired, Judy thought it would 

be a great idea for Jeff to build a model aircraft to amuse his grandsons after 

having visited a Warbirds rally at Awatoto field.  She bought him a FourStar 

trainer, and the rest is history !   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued next pageé. 
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On the previous page and above are just a few of his paintings Iôd like to share with you, hanging in their home to-
day.  Upon selling the Masterton farm, Jeff and Judy spent a year in France, hence the subject of much of his work.  
That of the rooster was painted quite recently, heôd lost none of his ability. 

As his flying days were lessening, Jeff quit his larger aircraft, all scale scratch built to his exacting high standards 

and as a testament they all live on to fly in capable hands.  

Avro 504 now campaigned by Alan Rowson and Grant Findlay.              The Beaver now flown by Jerry Chisum  

 

Continued next pageé. 
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The Catalina now in Andrew Stivers capable hands . 

 

And last his beloved Fokker triplane, now being expertly flown and looked after by Mike and Jayden. 

To see it flying at the club last weekend brought a tear to the eye, a real masterpiece of aviation.   

We will miss you Jeff, but are grateful to have had you as a fellow aviator and friend. 

 

Barrie Russell.  MFHB  April 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Field Diary  
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               Sunday 3rd March                                                                           
Not a bad turnout at all on the day. Maybe the promise of a lunchtime BBQ got a few more out perhaps? Clear day 
but a bit cool at times and the wind was Westerly for most of the morning before changing to the normal Easterly 
early in the afternoon and it was gusty too, at times! But there was lots going on and a heap of activity in the air. 
Good range of models on the field too, from foamies to the big pattern ships. The Club Cub also got a workout now 
having had a few more flights under its belt. A bit of aerobatics going on from Chris Wong, John Sutherland, Robert 
(a.k.a. Rodney) Lockyer and others.    

Andé not only all that but we also had the Foamie Airforce come to visit! The profile foamies of Barrie Russell        
(P-51), Mike Shears (A6M Zero), Stan Nicholas (Later P-51) and Josh Burke (Spitfire) had a good fly together!  

However, not only that but the Zero and Barrieôs P-51 had a mid-air on the ground no less! The Zero came in to land 
and got a gust at the last second, neatly taking out the rudder of the P-51! Thank goodness for them both being 
foamies!   Stan too had an óissueô -  with a failing battery and landed out close to the fence!  

Continued next pageé. 

Three views of the pits - a few more model present than has been the case recently. 

        Zero (Mike Shears)                                        P-51 (Stan Nicholas)                                  P-51 (Barrie Russell)                                       Spitfire (Josh Burke) 
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From previous pageé.             Sunday 3rd March                                                                          

Just after midday the BBQ was ready and chef Dave Cantell, assisted by Barry Kerr had the burger production line 
in full swing. All the burgers we had, went (no complaints from anyone there) and then most went back for another 
fly or had another natter before drifting off.    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Continued next pageé.. 

Stan and Josh walk back to the pits with their foamies.                       The Graeme Rose Cub in action                              Three wise men?? John, Barry and Jeff. 

  The Calmato of Prez Stuart Sturge in flight and the owner flying it.                Two P-51ôs of Garry Palmer (far one is For Sale)  And a good maiden flight of one P-51 

                    Chef Dave Cantell at work.                            The Pawnee of Stan Nicholas - had a flight or two.         Chris Wong takes a look at whatôs in the pits. 

Jacob Wardley and 
his foam Corsair.         
(Pic from Barrie 
Russell.) 

Jacobôs Corsair 
foamie parts - 
most impressive! 
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From previous pageé.             Sunday 3rd March                                                                   

There were a few foam models on the field on the day - now it looks like there is going to be a Foamie group! Jacob 
and Mark's efforts are all from the Flite test site. Jacob has furthered his ability with bending the foam board by    
removing the paper on the inside to allow it to curve. The Arrow flying wing he was flying was with FPV, clever 
young fellow.  Mike Harris's effort is a Hacker foam model, but he had a few teething problems like trimming, and a 
cracked fuselage and a broken motor prop shaft! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Tuesday 5th March                                                                    
Mike Harris and Mike Shears ventured down to the field after spending time in the shed and gave the Mike Harris 
foamie electric P-51 Mustang a test flight. Went well from all reports. (Pics below from the camera of Barrie Russell.)                                                           

                                The foam Piper Cub of Mark Larsen                                            Mark also had a foam glider and it was test flown by Stan Nicholas. Flew well! 

          Mike Harris with his foam model - as noted above it had some issues on the day.                               Jacob Wardley with his FPV Arrow wing 
































































