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From the Editor 

And the Prez Sezé.. 

Hi everyone,  

Been an interesting couple of months for the club.  

The field reconstruction is still underway and as I write this the new grass seed has been sown earlier in the week, so 
we are very nearly there now. It was just a matter of getting the field back to the original (pre-flood) state ASAP. It is    
important for the club to hold the annual Warbirds event, as that is one of our main income streams and as we had 
already committed ourselves to staging it again in 2019, so to not have the field ready for it would have been            
unacceptable in my view.     

We had an excellent turn out to the first field working bee in August, when over twenty people came out to lend a 
hand. However, at the last working bee in October, we got only thirteen! At the end of the day it is Your field, not the 
committeeôs and while we can organise the reconstruction, there are times when we Will need extra help. In a club of 
about 95 members, having only 13 making the effort to help is, again, in my view, quite disappointing. But thank you 
again to those that did make the effort.    

Also, at No notice to us whatsoever, we have had our webhosting switched off. We have since contacted AoNet who 
have set up a hosting solution and have moved the domain names to their server for us. We have had to create a 
New website from scratch, that will have (hopefully) most, but not all, of the functionality of the old one. There is still 
work being done on getting both the Webcam and Weatherstation back to full functionality, but this will take time as 
there are some significant issues to be addressed in doing so. However, the new site is far easier to update, add, 
remove and administer than the old one... So we Are moving forward. 

Welcome to two new members:  Donald Hill (Senior) and his Grandson Samuel Ennor (Junior)                                        
And to a returning Junior Member: Cameron Steed                                                                                                     
May your time with us be enjoyable! 

The club has also been contacted recently by the Te Mata Park Trust Board to advise us that they have now put in 
place a new usage policy - seems you now need a consent to use the place for slope soaring.   

Link to the usage document: HERE 

Finally, yet another thank you to those that supplied photos, copy, articles for this issue. Just makes my job easier 
and gives you, the members, more reading on just what is going on in Your club. 

 

Fly safe,  

Brett 

Well, actually he doesnôt this time around  

Prez has been away up North and is on his way back from the winterless North as this issue goes out. 
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Committee Notes 

Summary of Minutes of the Committee Meeting of ñModel Flying Hawkes Bay Inc.ò                                                 

Held at the club shed, Waitangi Rd Awatoto on Tuesday 4th September  2018. 

The meeting started at 7.00 pm. 

Members present: Stuart Sturge, Mike Shears, Rob Lockyer, Brett Robinson,  

Phil Sharp. 

Apologies: Stan Nicholas  (Overseas)  

 

Main points: 

¶ A letter from Barrie Russell regarding a roadway on the non-river side of the stop bank was discussed at length 
and there was some talk on the manner in which ramp/s could be located from the proposed roadway over the 
stop bank to access the field. 

       It was Stuartôs opinion that an approach to the HBRC was worth making to get their feelings on the matter. 

¶ There was then some discussion the matter of alternative field/s. Brett tabled some maps and photos of the field 
the HBRC have asked us to look at. Stuart advised that his contact at the HBRC is still ongoing and he gave a 
short summary of progress to date. He talked about the possible use of a HBRC field near Black Bridge that 
could maybe be used on a permanent basis.  

¶ The Treasurer tabled and presented the financial statements for the end of August 2018 accounts.  He also   
advised, in more detail, a breakdown of accounts and balances for those present. Robert also noted that there 
had been No fuel or mowing expenditure incurred over the last few months. 

¶ Stuart advised that he had been contacted by incoming MFNZ President Len Drabble. Len enquired if the club 
required any financial assistance with the field recovery? 

¶ Phil Sharp queried what material the starting poles were originally covered with and where could he obtain 
some? Was advised that they are foam ónoodlesô and that Mike said he has seen them at a special ósaleô price at 
Kmart recently. It was suggest that Phil obtain some more and there was also some discussion on how many, 
sizes and how they would be put together as well.   

¶ Warbirds 2019 - Brett tabled four flyer mock-ups for those present to decide which to use for the event. After 
some discussion it was decided to use No.2 with the Mustang replaced by the Hurricane. Brett to alter this and 
then send to the MFNZ magazine editor Murray Race for inclusion in the next Model Flying World. There was 
some discussion on parking arrangements for the event with the suggestion that due to the flood, there will not 
now be the amount of parking available on or near the field that there has been on past years. 

¶ Club Nights - This was mentioned again and opinions from those present sought. There was some discussion 
on the matter and it was the feeling of the meeting that even having a speaker at such an event would not get 
the membership to attend. However and informal get-together for a talk would perhaps work? It was also     
mentioned that it was felt currently that the membership appeared to be more interested in a non-social type of 
club. This was seen as Not unusual bearing in mind the aging club membership and that also the club dynamic 
had changed from that in past years as well. 

 
The meeting closed at 8:20pm, thanks to all for their attendance.    

 
Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 2nd October at the club shed. 
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Committee Notes 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting of ñModel Flying Hawkes Bay Inc.ò   

Held at the club shed, Waitangi Rd Awatoto on Tuesday 2nd October  2018. 

The meeting started at 7.00 pm. In the absence of Stuart Sturge ï Robert Lockyer chaired the meeting.  

Members present:,  Mike Shears, Robert Lockyer, Stan Nicholas, John Sutherland, Brett Robinson, Phil Sharp. 

Apologies: Stuart Sturge 

 

Main points: 

¶ Stuart had given Robert and update on the state of the field/s as follows: That Stuart had taken Joe Wurts out to 
the new Haumoana field and got a very positive response.  Phil Sharp advised that he had been out to this new 
field for a look and was impressed and thought it was certainly big enough!  Stuart to continue to liaise with the 
HBRC, upon his return from Northland. 

¶ Robert tabled and presented the financial statements for the end of September  2018 accounts. He further    
advised that all accounts from last month has been approved and paid. 

¶ Stan advised that the field was coming back slowly. Some shingle has been ordered for the carpark for delivery 
on the coming Wednesday (3rd October) It was his opinion that when the silt top crumbles a bit more, we can 
then get onto it and harrow it. He suggested that the landing strip looks to be okay at this point in time and just 
the left side of the field by the covered seating was causing concern. Possibly a need to re-sow it perhaps? He 
did note that grass was filling the cracks and that the silt depth was decreasing. It was Stanôs overall opinion that 
we still cannot do much for now and will have to wait for the silt to crumble. But he stressed that the field, given 
time, will come good again. 

¶ An update was given on the letter from Barrie Russell (of 24th August) regarding the proposed new roadway  
access to the Awatoto field that outlined what the situation was so far and also what Stuart had advised him  
regarding progress on this matter. There was some discussion on this by all present. 

¶ Matter of the new (Haumoana) field was mentioned. Mike though that the taking over of this field required some 
thought by the committee. If we move to the new field, then perhaps the (same) farmer that leases grazing on 
Both fields may decide to take Awatoto back again. He was also unsure if the HBRC would also agree to let us 
have tenure on both fields. Decided to continue the liaison and discussion that Stuart is currently involved in.  

¶ Warbirds 2019 -  John Sutherland agreed to be convenor. Car parking ï on the field (as in the past) or to use the 
field by the club shed for over spill. Mike to talk to Ravensdown regarding use of the field by the club shed. 
Poster/Flyer to go on the MFNZ Events Calendar and on the club Facebook page. Marty Hughes to be          
approached to do the commentary. Approaches to be made regarding the carrying out of the catering duties. 
Invitation Letters to local Dignitaries ï Brett to do this.  Pilot Registrations - Robert   

¶ John raised the matter of Club Nights to which Robert responded that we ensure that we donôt organise/promote 
club nights just for the sake of having them. After some further discussion it was suggested that we really need 
to get a good and interesting speaker that will be a óhitô with the membership that attend and also get them    
coming along to subsequent meetings. Some names were mentioned a being possible good speaking           
candidates. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8:15pm, thanks to all for their attendance.    

 
Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 6th November at the club shed. 
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Field Diary  
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      Sunday 2nd September                                                                                                                                              
Overcast start to the day, but by around 10am the sun had popped through and it was sunny and warm. However, 
there was a brisk breeze blowing at the field. Not a great number out., Barry Kerr was having a look as was Barry 
Price. Stan Nicholas was there but felt, like Brett did, that it was just a bit too windy for vintage flying. Chris Wong 
was also present and flew a little foam models at some speed. Said he had done his IMAC practice at the field the 
day beforeé! John Clarke was also there with sons Kim and Bruce, and grandson Dominic. Bruce gave his electric 
Supra a flight or two before suggesting there was No lift to be had; while Kim flew his electric helicopter a couple of 
times. Good display with Kim flying some manoeuvres that I never seen a model helicopter do before.                   

Everybody was packing up and heading for home around 11:30am. 

     Wednesday 5th September. 

Same old story - rain, rain and yet more rain and Lake Awatoto is back. Stuart, Mike and Robert went out to the field 
about 1pm today to get the electric fence unit before it got washed away. Robert sent in these field/lake photos.... 

 

 

 

 

  Bruce and John at the launch area                                              Kim helping get the Supra away                                   Supra climbing away. 

      Kimôs very manoeuvrable electric helicopter doing its thing in the air.  
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 Wednesday 5th September (late afternoon)                                                                                                          

We had a tad more rainé. which made the field look like thisé.  (Pic from Brian Hitchcock) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Saturday 8thSeptember                                                                                                                                              

Club member Marty Hughes went down to the field for a look. His comments about the drive in were ...ñ A little bit of 
surface water half way up but the metal that was spread last month is still there and no silt cover . I used a 4x4 
however didnôt need it. A couple of days and it will be fine.ò  Pics he took are as below: 
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      Tuesday 11th September                                                                                                                          
A few of us wandered down to the field for a look at how things stood after the ôbig rainô event of the previous week! 
The grass is looking good, the silt top is Very wet again and most of the shingle on the roadway in and car park is 
still there. Bit of surface water still though. 

Sunday 16th September 

Nice day, sunny and clear with a breeze that did increase as the morning went on. The field was available for limited 
use and is still quite damp and spongy underfoot. Reasonable turnout with a few just coming down for a look. Chris 
Wong flew some aerobatics assisted by caller Leonard Poon, Derek Barber and Brett Robinson flew Radians, Barrie 
Russell flew his vintage Night Train a few times and Mike Shears and grandson Jayden Molloy did some more    
testing with Russtrix, mainly with props. The wind increased both in speed and in direction throughout the morning 
which turned some off from flying, but most were just happy to have a natter on the field again, Been a whileé. 

 

Continued next pageé. 
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From previous page é.    Sunday 16th September 

      Sunday 23rd September 

Nice day! A few clouds around, a bit warm and flat calm. What more could you ask for. But actually not that many 
turned up.! Barrie Russell and Stan Nicholas engaged in a ñlast man downò contest with their vintage Stardustôs.    
After about 25 minutes of flying they both agreed enough was a enough (Stanôs neck was hurting) and they called it 
a draw. Although Stan won the landing contest! A few power models on the fieldé. the Yak of Stan Nicholas,     
Russtrix was given another few flights in the hands of Jayden Molloy, Barrie Russell flew his Carbon Cub (and Yes 
he did remember how to fly it!) Phil Sharp had an electric bipe which he tore around the sky with and John Clarke 
had his Chipmunk, although the motor did misbehave in the air. Robert Lockyer arrived with his big Cub after noon, 
but had some engine issues I understand. So...apart from a couple of other visitors that was pretty well it - so where 
was everyone else?  

 

     The Mike Shears/Jayden Molloy Russtrix doing its thing in the air.... 

             Russtrix gets a prop change.....                                                                                       The carpark on the day. 

     Phil Sharpôs electric bipe doing its thing.   (pics left and centre by Clive Baker)  
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From previous page é.    Sunday 23rd September 

Sunday 30 September  

First day of daylight savingé. so where was everyone?  Again, a Very small number turned up on what was a very 
nice day. Although a few were down at the Galloway field doing some pattern practice. But it was calm in the    
morning and nice and warm too. Of those that turned up...Stan Nicholas came armed with both his Yak and his  
Stardust, but flew only the Yak. Robert Lockyer put in a few flights with his big Cub, Vic Shaw did the same with a 
smaller Cub. Brett Robinson flew his Radian as did Bill Roydhouse (later on) and John Aitken had a few flights with 
his vintage model. Derek Barber flew his Tomboy and has some good flights as did Barry Price with his Tomboy until 
a structural failure ended his days flying. Barrie Russell had his pattern model all set to go, but had ôissuesô with not 
only a fuel line plug, but also a leaking seal on the front of his fuel tank; suffice to say the model did Not fly on the 
day!  For those that were there, good flying was had by all. 

 

     The intrepid vintage Stardust fliers.... Stan Nicholas and Barrie Russell in action 

The Russell Carbon Cub turns final (Clive Baker pic)                              And on approach....                                                   A brace/clutch/gaggle?? of Stardustôs 

   Vic Shaw heads out to the strip with his Cub.                John Aitken and his vintage model - post flights       Stan Nicholas and Yak - interesting carrying technique 
















































